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W hile British Columbians and
our med i a f o cu s on the
provincial debt and budget

deficits, we are ignoring a critical eco-
nomic issue that could cost our provin-
cial economy more than $400 billion
over the next 60 years.

In B.C. today, nearly one in three chil-
dren enter kindergarten at risk of fail-
ing to develop into the healthy, well-ed-
ucated and innovative adults we need
to secure our long-term economic pros-
perity.

And, although poor children are more
statistically likely to be vulnerable, the
majority of vulnerable children in B.C.
are part of the more populous middle
class.

Why is this important? Because
young children who are not school-
ready are less likely to be job-ready.
That’s likely to cost the B.C. economy
more than $400 billion over the next
60 years.

Internationally unique data at the
Human Early Learning Partnership,
based at UBC, reveal that eliminating
unnecessary child vulnerability is 10
times more valuable to the B.C. econo-
my than eliminating the cumulative
provincial debt.

If business leaders and politicians are
to lift B.C. out of recession, it is impera-
tive they recognize the economic value
of reducing early vulnerability.

For the past decade, HELP has moni-
tored the state of B.C. children in
kindergarten.

Challenging the long-held notion that
a rising tide will simply lift all boats,
early vulnerability increased during the
recent period of economic growth in
B.C., rising from 26 per cent of kinder-
garten children in 2004 to 29 per cent
in 2007, where it remains according to
2009 data.

B.C. suffers unnecessarily high early
vulnerability across income classes be-
cause it is relying on old thinking to ad-
dress 21st-century issues.

In the absence of an early learning
and child-care system, public policy in
B.C. and much of Canada remains nos-
talgic for a time when some women
stayed home to rear young children,

while some men served as sole bread-
winners on behalf of their families.

This nostalgia ignores the current re-
ality that most mothers today are em-
ployed in order to: Help compensate
for real declines in male wages; stave
off persistently high rates of child and
family poverty; and pursue equality.

As mothers allocate more time to em-
ployment, households struggle with
less family time, in part because fathers
have not managed to fill the care void.
For men and women alike, work-life
conflict is pervasive, irrespective of
earnings, and time to care personally is
a common casualty.

Research makes it clear that B.C. re-
quires a new public investment of
$3 billion annually to support the time,
resources and community services that
fathers and mothers both need to care
and earn in order to give the next gen-
eration of workers an optimal start.

Half of the investment will help fami-
lies to enjoy more time and resources to
care personal ly , with expanded
parental leave and income supports,
while the other half will expand com-
munity services, primarily early learn-
ing and child care.

These policy changes are required to
reap the dramatic economic returns
available from reducing early vulnera-
bility. Over 60 years, the benefits to so-
ciety will outweigh the costs by more
than 6 to 1, growing GDP by 20 per cent
more than if we do not invest. In the
near term, improved support to par-
ents alone will accelerate the labour

supply, improve work-life balance and
reduce poverty.

These will in turn increase productiv-
ity and reduce public expenditures in
areas such as health and social services.

The government of B.C. has commit-
ted to reduce early vulnerability to 15
pe r cen t by 2015 — cu t t ing the
province’s early vulnerability by half.

This is the right objective, and the
government’s introduction of full-day
kindergarten for five-year-olds will be
an important step. However, our re-
search shows that addressing early vul-
nerability requires a more fundamental
shift in how we think about the rela-
tionships between families, the econo-

my and public resources.
The very family policies that help chil-

dren and parents thrive are also essen-
tial economic infrastructure for busi-
nesses concerned about the future
quality of the labour force.

Therefore, HELP recommends mov-
ing primarily from treating illness,
poverty and lack of education after the
fact to promoting citizens’ healthy de-
velopment in their earliest years.

This preventative approach is much
more cost-effective, generating eco-
nomic stimulus in the short term, along
with the human capital B.C. needs to
thrive economically thereafter.

Only this bold policy reform will pre-

vent the brain drain that is most threat-
ening to our economy: The future hu-
man capital losses that result from high
child vulnerability today.

Paul Kershaw is a Human Early Learning
Partnership (HELP) scholar at UBC;
Lynell Anderson is a HELP senior researcher;
Bill Warburton is executive director of the Child
and Youth Development Trajectory Research
Unit at UBC; Clyde Hertzman is the director
of HELP. This article is a summary of their paper
to be presented at the second of four economic
summits hosted by the Business Council of B.C.
in Vancouver on Sept. 22. The full version of this
paper can be found at
www.vancouversun.com/business

Helping young children learn is the best investment we can make
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Prepare for the Future
Protect Your Investment Today
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“ Building InvestorsWealth for over a Decade”

www.carevest.com

This advertisement does not constitute a solicitation or an
offer to purchase securities, which is being made under an
Offering Memorandum available from our offices. There
are risks associated with this investment and mortgage
investments. There is no assurance that the historical yield
shown will be representative of the yields that can or will
be obtained from future mortgage investments.

For information
or to register

for our
monthly seminar

please call:
604-632-9919
1-800-826-4536

Find out what over 7,000 investors already know
TIRED OF LOWRETURNS?

Solid Track Record Since 1994
Monthly Distributions
RRSP/RRIF/LIRA/LIF/TFSA Eligible
Secured by Canadian Real Estate

9.96%
2008 NET CASH RETURN

Mon. to Fri. (Every Week) BC GOVERNMENT

Asset invest. Recovery
Open Monday-Friday
Phone: 604-501-8216

8307 - 130th STREET, SURREY, B.C.
www.bcauction.ca

10:00 am

11:00 am

Sat. Sept 19th
MASSIVE REFRIGERATION/FREEZER &
COOLER WALK-IN'S. A BAKERY DELI

COFFEE & FOOD EQUIPMENT AUCTION
Phone: 604-299-4517

Preview: Friday, Sept. 18th, 10 to 4pm
1773 Douglas Rd., Burnaby
www.kwikauctions.com

KWIK AUCTIONSADESA RICHMOND PUBLIC AUCTION

Weekly Public Auto Auction!
Phone: 604-233-7333

16179 Blundell Rd. – Richmond, B.C.
www.adesarichmond.ca10:00 am

Saturdays at 10am

Thurs. Sept. 17th MARVEL AUCTIONS

LABORATORY TEST EQUIP AND
OFFICE FURNISHING AUCTION

Phone: 604-273-6715
4080 Vanguard Rd. Richmond

www.marvelauctions.ca5:30 pm

Rock Beach Recording
All Equipment, mic’s, outboard gear, etc.

TRADEWEST ASSET SOLUTIONS INC.
604-530-9351

www.tradewestsales.com

RECORDING STUDIO CLOSURE LIQUIDATION!

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Industrial & Construction Equip., Excavators, Crawlers,
Forklifts, Trucks, Hwy. Tractors, Trailers, Containers, Lumber,

Farm Equip., Boats, Tools

9 AM Cars & Trucks, Bikes, Quads

www.canamauctions.com 604-534-0901
20797 Langley Bypass Langley, BC

CAN AM AUCTIONS

9:00 am

Sat. Sept 26th
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TRADEWEST

Shawood Lumber Inc., Langley, BC
TRADEWEST ASSET SOLUTIONS INC.

604-530-9351
www.tradewestsales.com

LUMBER REMAN EQUIPMENT FOR IMMEDIATE SALE!
LOVE’S AUCTIONEERS

10:00 am

Sat. Sept 26th
Restaurant, Bakery, Deli, Pizza,

Butcher Equip. Auction
Phone: 604-244-9350

2720 #5 Road, Richmond, B.C.
www.lovesauctions.com

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY TRADEWEST

7pm Phone: 604-534-8322
20560 Langley Bypass, Langley

www.centralauction.com

Furnishings from Belgium incl. Local
consignments incl. Rare Buffalo Horn Chair

Monday, Sept, 21st CENTRAL AUCTION

7:00 pm


