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The California Economy
• If California were a nation-state, it’s economy 

would rank 8th in the world, just ahead of 
Canada.
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California, the U.S. & Canada

• California has a population of 36.5 million (2006 est.), 
about 12% higher than Canada’s 31.6 million (2006)
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California, the U.S. & Canada
• California reports 1.2 million businesses, compared to 

the U.S. at 8.3 million and Canada at 2.3 million
• California’s population reports the highest percentage of 

self-employment
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Opportunities in California

• New business formation continues to 
expand 

• Made-in-California value-added product 
exports are expanding

• California has a competitive advantage in 
key industry sectors



• California has a competitive advantage in key 
industry sectors.  Three examples are:

California’s Competitive Edge

Biotechnology
Information Technology
Agriculture



Biotechnology
California’s competitive advantages include:
• Research & Development
• Medical & Scientific Instruments and Medicine 

Manufacturing
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Greater than "1" means a competitive advantage



Information Technology
California’s competitive advantages include:
• Satellite Telecommunications
• Internet Publishing & Broadcasting
• Computer Manufacturing

Greater than "1" means a competitive advantage
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Agriculture
California’s competitive advantages include:
• Crop Production & Specialty Crops
• California’s Wine Industry
• High-tech Production, Processing & Exports

California produces  
90% of all U.S. wine, 
and is the fourth leading 
producer in the world.

California is the world’s fifth 
largest supplier of food and 
agricultural commodities.



A Leader in Innovation

• California receives 25% of all new U.S. 
patents 

• We receive 45% of all new venture 
capital in the U.S.

• We have 20% of the United States’ 
high tech jobs



Driving Innovation

• California has the highest concentration 
of engineers, scientists, mathematicians 
and skilled technicians in the U.S.

• We lead the world with the highest 
number of Nobel Laureates

• Six of the top 20 U.S. engineering 
schools are here



World Class Universities 
& Research Institutions



California & Canada
• California and Canada enjoy a strong trade 

relationship
• Combined exports between the two totaled 

$36.9 billion in 2006, up from $26.9 in 2002
• Both of our future investments are in critical 

areas, including: 
– Alternative fuels
– Carbon emissions reduction
– Infrastructure Improvements
– Stem cell research


