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OVERVIEW

PROGRAM

Ecocity World Summit addresses the way
humanity builds its home—its cities, towns, and
villages. The aim is to unite us through a new
way of living on the planet that provides the best
possible cities while enhancing, not destroying,
the biosphere.

The Ecocity World Summit will be held at the
Vancouver Convention Centre West on October
7–11, 2019. Through workshops and plenary
sessions, led by world-renowned experts, the
Summit will address the way humanity builds
communities and cities that are ecologically
healthy, economically prosperous, and socially
caring.

Ecocity World Summit is one of the longeststanding and globally significant forums for
addressing the complex challenges facing
humanity in a rapidly urbanizing world. Convened
by the British Columbia Institute of Technology
(BCIT), the leader in sustainability training, the
Summit brings together over 1,000 thoughtleaders, businesses, government officials,
civil society leaders, designers, planners, and
academics from over 75 countries to explore
solutions and opportunities to rebuild cities in
balance with nature and society.

The overarching theme of the Summit is “socially
just and ecologically sustainable cities.” Sub-themes
address climate action, circular economy, and
informal solutions for sustainable development.
The International Ecocity Standards provides the
framework for the conference program in four tracks:
Urban design
Biogeophysical conditions
Sociocultural features
Ecological imperatives
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I M PA C T
The focus of the Summit is to consider a whole systems approach to operating cities within
ecological limits, with particular attention paid to land use, strategic urban development, and
infrastructure improvements. Such an approach seeks integration of and balance among
urban systems, dramatically reshaping how cities are built, operated, and lived in.
Ecocity World Summit 2019 will showcase Vancouver as one of the world’s greenest cities and
will reaffirm Canada’s role as a global leader in sustainable development and environmental
stewardship. The Summit will celebrate our shared commitment to making the world a better
place for everyone. Additionally, as the first jurisdiction in North America to introduce a carbon
tax, British Columbia will be positioned on the global map as a trailblazer in policy for climate
action.
Being the academic lead on the International Ecocity Standards and the backbone of the
Summit, BCIT will have the opportunity to showcase to a global audience how the Institute’s
academic strength, its technological innovation in smart micro grid and green building applied
research, and its emerging opportunities for innovations in business practice, health care,
transportation, and energy technologies enable cities to achieve their economic, social, and
environmental goals.
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B E N E F I T S F O R PA R T I C I PA N T S
Thought-leaders, urban sustainability practitioners, and community builders from around the
world will participate in a week of activities aimed at forming new networks and partnerships,
exchanging ideas, demonstrating technological solutions, and advancing strategies for
achieving sustainable development goals in the urban environment.
The Summit will launch the International Ecocity Standards, which provide practical solutions
to help build cities where people flourish and ecological limits are respected. The standards
can be used to assess the ecological condition of cities, drawing from a global network of local
governments and subject matter experts committed to a whole systems improvement process.

BENEFITS FOR
SPONSORS
Reaffirm your company’s commitment to
making the world a better place for everyone.

Promote a positive brand image associated
with sustainability and social justice.
Increase brand awareness locally and
globally and reach a wider demographic.

Build cross-disciplinary connections
with access to unique private events and
networking opportunities.

Expose senior management and key
employees to global sustainability trends,
thought leaders, innovations, and research.

For more information, visit ecocity2019.com or contact Cynthia Petrie, Executive Director,
Stakeholder Relations, BCIT at Cynthia_Petrie@bcit.ca.
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