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for recovery strategies, the Council 
is well-positioned to support both 
government policy development and 
our Members. We must consider the 
lasting impacts for our businesses, our 
people and our province and, at the 
same time, drive and leverage new 
opportunities that will emerge from 
our current experiences. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve 
you. The exemplary leadership 
throughout the Council is inspiring and 
jaw-droppingly impressive! Thank you 
to our Members, Board of Governors, 
Executive Committee and the BCBC 
staff for your generosity in sharing your 
expertise to advance something much 
larger than yourself.  It is a simple, yet 
powerful belief that we all ascribe to: 
when B.C.’s economy does well, we all 
do well. We want the absolute best for 
our businesses, employees, families 
and to build a better British Columbia 
for future generations.  I can think of 
no greater purpose and motivation as 
we look to discover the opportunities 
in the months and years to come. 

Sincerely,

 

Sue Paish
Chair 
Business Council of British Columbia

It has been an honour to Chair the 
Business Council. If ‘time flies when 
we are having fun’, then the past two 
years have been full of fun. However, 
what really made the time move 
quickly was the impact and diversity 
of issues the Council addressed. 
The BCBC has been at the front line 
bringing leaders together to address 
our province’s growth and prosperity, 
climate change, modernizing 
our tax structure, advancing 
transportation and infrastructure, 
reconciliation, affordability, supporting 
our foundational industries and 
accelerating the impact of innovation. 
In the midst of it all, I especially 
appreciate the value placed on hearing 
diverse perspectives on each of these 
issues and many more. The sheer range 
of policies and issues management, 
thought leadership, collaborations, 
pivotal events and dialogues we 
collectively acted upon bears witness 
to our commitment to building a 
strong and successful province for our 
families, children and grandchildren.

I applaud the small and mighty team 
led by Greg D’Avignon who work day 
and night to support our Members 
and advance the Council’s mandate.  
They do this with the utmost integrity, 
energy, commitment to quality and 
a large dose of humour when it 
is needed most. The 2019 Annual 
Report offers an overview of this work 
over this past year.  Here are a few 
highlights: 

By 2019, B.C.’s business community felt 
the cumulative impacts of more than 
five successive years of regulatory, tax 
and related government ‘scope creep’. 
BCBC quantified this at more than 
$5 billion in additional annual costs 
to business since 2013. The quality 
of the Council’s analysis provided an 
important platform for the BCBC to 
work with regulatory authorities and 

public policy leaders in addressing 
these issues; work that has progressed 
and needs to continue.

The inaugural B.C. Prosperity Index 
published in September showed 
that in B.C. we do well in social well-
being and average in our economic 
well-being compared to 20 other 
peer jurisdictions. However, we most 
fall short in the areas that support 
a healthy business environment, 
including labour productivity, business 
investment and innovation through 
research and development spending. 
One of the many hallmarks of the 
BCBC is the ability to take data such 
as this and engage with key parties, 
including governments, to build a 
pathway to future prosperity.  

Significant milestones were also 
achieved in the Council’s work to 
advance the Cascadia Innovation 
Corridor in partnership with Challenge 
Seattle and Microsoft. A dedicated 
steering committee is working 
to position the region as a global 
innovation hub in life sciences, 
transformative technologies and 
sustainable business and develop 
a thriving cross-border economy 
through transportation infrastructure, 
talent, higher education research and 
the efficient movement of people and 
goods. 

Looking ahead, we are starting to 
grasp the extraordinary disruption 
to every aspect of our lives and 
businesses resulting from COVID-19. 
The Council’s team is mobilized. From 
advising all levels of government 
on everything from responses and 
essential services designations, 
to connecting manufacturers and 
suppliers of essential items to end 
users, to monitoring the economic 
impacts for B.C. through multiple 
scenarios and developing options 
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The path ahead will be daunting but 
filled with opportunity. The future 
would be less prosperous for the 
province and country if not for your 
commitment to BCBC and our work.  
Thank you to our Members, Board of 
Governors and Executive Committee 
for their ongoing support and our 
exceptionally diligent, smart and 
collaborative team. Overall, these 
efforts in 2019 furthered the Council’s 
reputation as one of Canada’s premier 
research, business and public policy 
advocacy organizations. 

Sincerely, 

Greg D'Avignon 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Business Council of British Columbia

Several years ago, BCBC began 
to proactively address the shifting 
nature of our economy and policy 
development by giving greater 
consideration to the growing influence 
of geopolitics, climate, digital 
disruption, populism and the tightening 
competition for talent and capital. Our 
goal during this transformative time 
was to become even more relevant 
as the leader of informed business 
and economic advocacy in B.C.  In 
measuring our achievements over the 
past year against our purpose, the 
Council’s 2019 operating year was a 
success. 

The team, supported by record levels 
of direct member engagement, took 
action on more than 25 policy files 
affecting business and were influential 
in consolidating and shaping the 
discussion on competitiveness, climate 
and the intersection of economic 
and social prosperity. In doing so, 
BCBC convened cross-sectoral 
firms, organizations, stakeholders 
and government officials on key 
near-term issues, provided data and 
thoughtful analysis to support a 
common understanding of challenges 
and advanced policy-based solutions 
to benefit British Columbians around 
kitchen tables and boardroom tables.

BCBC led five significant initiatives 
in 2019 and undertook several other 
unique collaborations with government 
and work to inform its priorities. These 
include the Low Carbon Industrial 
Strategy, Smart Tax reform and 
modernization, the B.C. Prosperity 
Index, Advancing Future Growth 
through regional visions, advisory 
work on the practical requirements of 
implementing UNDRIP, the Champions 
Table on Economic Reconciliation and 
the Cascadia Innovation Corridor. 

In aggregate, the focus of this work 
was to tackle B.C. and Canada’s waning 
competitiveness and productivity while 
advocating for policies to realize a 
healthier economy and global climate, 
improved business environment and 
higher quality of life for citizens. To 
do so, we pursued new partnerships 
with Labour, First Nations, NGOs, 
cultural groups, cross-border allies and 
future generations through the NEXT 
Leaders' Council. 

Much of our success continues to 
be grounded in the engagement 
of our membership and the BCBC 
team’s credibility as thought leaders 
and articulate advocates on ideas, 
issues and the economy. In 2019, 
we produced more policy research, 
submissions and advocacy publications 
than ever before. 

Most importantly, this content reached 
more key audiences in this populist 
age, furthering our ability to inform 
policy outcomes and achieve our 
strategic goals. The implementation of 
our new digital strategy has resulted in 
sophisticated, targeted and impactful 
digital and video communications 
products that are effectively 
amplifying our reach and relevance. 
This is combined with the staggering 
accomplishment of our team executing 
over 100 events and meetings to 
bring together business, government 
decision makers and key stakeholders 
to advance a more prosperous future.

2019 was the first in a material period 
of change for the decade ahead. BCBC 
moved physically to new offices after 
30 years, while continuing to move 
forward policy solutions and thought 
leadership that will positively shape the 
future economic landscape of B.C. 
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POLICY PRIORITIES 2019
British Columbia’s economy lost a step in 2019 as a combination of waning 
competitiveness, slumping exports, growing regulatory and legal risks for major projects, 
a rising tax burden, and crisis conditions in the forest industry took a toll on businesses 
and workers in many sectors.  Real GDP rose by a tepid 1.8% in 2019, only slightly faster 
than population growth and down significantly from the pace set during the previous five 
years.

Last year, BCBC engaged on approximately 25 public policy files of interest to the 
membership, including the provincial and federal budgets, WorkSafeBC, the regulation 
of air emissions, the provincial Labour Code, federal legislation governing tanker traffic 
along Canada’s west coast, employment standards matters, the revised Canadian 
government project assessment regime, B.C.’s new Environmental Assessment Act, 
various aspects of climate change policy, immigration targets, policies to spur innovation 
and business scaling, B.C. Hydro’s Phase 2 review, and the protection of the Southern 
Mountain Caribou.  

During the year, our highly productive policy team produced almost 90 publications 
– newsletters, op-eds, blog posts, economic forecasts, reports, and research papers 
– spanning a mix of economic, business, human resource, environmental and energy-
related topics.  Key thought pieces published in 2019 included the inaugural B.C. 
Prosperity Index; a paper documenting extensive two-way trade between B.C. and 
Alberta; a report on the comparative economic performance of Canada and B.C. through 
the lenses of productivity, wages and the growth of output per person; a critical review of 
the municipal property tax burden imposed on business and industry in the province; and 
an analysis of the expected growth of electric vehicle use in the Canadian/B.C. market.  

Policy staff were also very active in supporting several cross-sectoral BCBC initiatives, 
notably the low carbon industrial strategy undertaken jointly with the B.C. government; 
the work of the Champions’ Table; regional economic development priorities and 
opportunities; research and advocacy around changes in provincial property and housing 
taxes adopted in 2017 and 2018; and support for tax competitiveness and modernization 
through the work of the J.D. Partners.  We also continued to develop data and other 
information on the “cumulative effects” of government fiscal policy and regulatory 
changes on the cost of doing business in British Columbia. 

Since the end of 2019, the emergence and rapid global spread of COVID-19 and the 
extraordinary measures taken by governments – including in Canada and B.C. - in the 
face of the pandemic have led to a severe recession and world-wide economic crisis.  
Canada has been hit hard by the global downturn and also by the actions taken by the 
federal and provincial governments to manage the pandemic. The Business Council is 
currently devoting most of our time and staff resources to COVID-19 and the associated 
economic fallout.  In the coming weeks through the summer, we will be working closely 
with the B.C. government on strategies to re-open the provincial economy and to 
position B.C. for economic success in the post-crisis world – drawing extensively on the 
insights and experience of Business Council member organizations to help inform our 
advocacy.

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS

• Hey Big Spender: B.C.'s 
Changing but Vibrant Retail 
Sector

• Hail Electricity!
• Reconciliation in Action: 

The Power of First Nation 
- Industry Partnerships in 
British Columbia

• Keep Calm and Carry On: 
2019 Q3 B.C. Economic 
Review and Outlook

• (Not) Keeping up with the 
Joneses: Canada's Economy 
Trails Peer Countries over the 
Current Business Cycle

• The Changing Work 
Environment Demands an 
Evolving Post-Secondary 
Ecosystem

• The Policy Mess that is 
Industrial Property Taxation 
in B.C.

• 2019 B.C. Prosperity Index
• B.C.'s Current Carbon Pricing 

System: Neither Efficient Nor 
Fair for Business

• It's Becoming More Costly 
and Complex to do Business 
in B.C.

• Creaky Ships Navigate 
Choppy Waters

• Strong B.C. Job Market Leads 
to Significant Wage Gains in 
2018

• Cumulative and Regional 
Assessment: A Perspective

• Ties that Bind: Economic 
Interdependence between 
B.C. and Alberta

• B.C.'s Outlook Still Decent as 
Real Estate Boom Unwinds

• The Ease of Doing Hidden 
Business in Canada and B.C.

• Federal Budget 2019: Lots 
more spending, nothing to 
improve competitiveness or 
productivity

• Budget 2019 delivers some 
promising program spending 
but little to address B.C.'s 
deteriorating competitiveness

• Are electric vehicles really the 
answer?

• A shifting provincial 
landscape
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SPECIAL INITIATIVES

Low Carbon Industrial Strategy (LCIS)

•  B.C. can make a meaningful difference in reducing global climate impacts by becoming a supplier of low carbon 
traded goods in industries such as natural gas and oil, mining, smelting, pulp and paper, lumber, food processing, 
and aluminum.

• To do so, BCBC has been working in collaboration with the provincial government to develop a Low Carbon 
Industrial Strategy. In the first two phases of this work, we documented that B.C.’s traded goods, on average, 
have half the GHG intensity of like products supplied by other jurisdictions. However, many of B.C.’s traded goods 
industries face competitiveness gaps in taxation, regulatory processes and infrastructure which impede their 
ability to attract new capital investment compared to the same industries elsewhere.  

• The desired end result of the LCIS is to realize the same level of accommodation for energy-intensive traded B.C. 
industries as is provided for under the federal government’s carbon pricing backstop regime.

#SmartTax for the 21st Century 

• One of the primary competitiveness gaps Canadian and British Columbian businesses and citizens face lies 
in our inefficient and outdated tax systems. Our Smart Tax initiative helped to forge a collation with business 
organizations across the country to make the case for national tax reform.

• Provincially, our efforts resulted in unanimous endorsement from the provincial Legislative Standing Committee 
on Finance for a comprehensive provincial tax review. 

• In support of this work, the policy team published a series of reports, including in-depth looks at the 
underground economy, industrial property tax, the carbon tax and the cumulative impacts of additional costs on 
B.C. business and industry since 2013.

B.C. Prosperity Index

• Launched in 2019, the inaugural B.C. Prosperity Index examined B.C.’s performance on 12 metrics compared to 20 
other national, sub-national and provincial jurisdictions. We enlisted global expert Andrew Sharpe of the Centre 
for the Study of Living Standards to produce objective data on these critical factors that affect our quality of life. 
The metrics selected measure the business environment, economic well-being and societal well-being.

• Out of the 21 jurisdictions, B.C. finds itself in the middle of the pack (11 of 21) in overall prosperity. B.C.'s mediocre 
result is based on its below average ranking in the Business Environment domain (15 of 21), a middling ranking on 
Economic Well-Being (10 of 21), and an above average ranking on Societal Well-Being (7 of 21).

• With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and its severe impact on the global and B.C. economies, the Prosperity 
Index is being re-worked to make it more relevant in the post-crisis context. 

LEADING THROUGH COLLABORATION
The Business Council works with partners across the economy and public policy landscape to advance solutions and 
ideas in support of building a vibrant and competitive B.C. economy. Over the course of 2019, the Council worked with 
national and global leaders, presented to key stakeholder groups, led several special outreach initiatives, and engaged 
our members in ongoing committee work.

WHERE LEADERS MEET TO UNLOCK B.C.'S FULL POTENTIAL
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Advancing Future Growth: Connecting with Purpose

•  In 2019, with support from our Board and the NEXT Leaders’ Council, we launched a new task force to explore 
actions businesses can take independently and with collaborators to drive medium-term growth and enhanced 
community well-being at the regional level.

• This initiative aims to develop a regional vision for the entire lower mainland (Hope to Pemberton) and 
three other regions of the province that supports talent, innovation and productivity through mobility and 
comprehensive planning that will attract capital and create scope for sustainable economic growth and a better 
quality of life. 

•  This work has gained support from a broad coalition of public and private sector leaders to advance the regional 
visions.

Cascadia Innovation Corridor

• In partnership with Challenge Seattle and Microsoft, we continued to build out the Cascadia eco-system 
from B.C. to Oregon that we have nurtured among entrepreneurs and businesses, associations, governments, 
academic institutions, venture capital groups and young leaders.

• This initiative is now guided by a cross-border steering committee. In the past year, we established eight 
co-chaired committees, each with a separate focus: Life Sciences, Transformative Technologies, Sustainable 
Business, Transportation and Housing, Higher Education Research, Talent and the seamless movement of goods 
and people across the border.   

• Each committee is championing a ‘big idea’ to differentiate the region by helping to solve global and local 
challenges. These ideas were featured at the fourth annual Cascadia Innovation Corridor Conference held in 
Seattle in October. 

The Champions’ Table on Economic Reconciliation

• Business executives and Indigenous leaders from across the province continue to meet regularly to advance the 
goals of our MOU with the B.C. Assembly of First Nations.  

• The Champions’ Table's work helped shape our advice to government on the implementation of UNDRIP and 
advanced two pilots on carbon offsets and reforestation.   

• The Indigenous Intern Leadership Program continues to grow with support from our membership.  In partnership 
with the B.C. Federation of Labour, we were also able to provide a scholarship in the name of Chief Dr. Robert 
Joseph to three post-secondary students for their efforts to advance reconciliation.

• BCBC COMMITTEES
• Indigenous Affairs and Reconciliation Committee

• B.C. Business Caucus

• Environment Committee

• Energy and Climate Policy Committee

• Employee Relations Committee

• Innovation and Productivity Committee

• NEXT Leaders Council
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The Business Council has a long-established and unparalleled reputation for hosting the highest quality events and 
convening top-calibre speakers to drive thought leadership and action on the issues impacting business, the economy and, 
ultimately, our quality of life. These events offer invaluable opportunities for BCBC members to stay on top of global and 
local trends, learn from best-practices and engage with key influencers and decision makers across levels of government 
and business. In 2019, the Business Council hosted the following speakers:  

• Shelley Frost (Pacific National Exhibition), Nathan Jones 
(WhiteWater West Industries), and Jeff Zweig (Mosaic 
Forest Management) 

• The Honourable John Horgan, Premier of British 
Columbia

• The Honourable Bill Morneau, Canada's Minister of 
Finance

• Kevin Desmond, CEO, TransLink

• Andrew Scheer, Leader of the Opposition

• Sarah McCullough (Whistler Blackcomb),  
Jens Moesker (Fairmont Pacific Rim), Steve Sammut 
(Rocky Mountaineer) and Ty Speer (Tourism Vancouver)

• The Honourable Jim Carr, Minister of International Trade 
Diversification

• Joseph Aoun, President, Northeastern University

• Susannah Pierce (LNG Canada), Linda Coady 
(Generation Energy), Tom Syer (Teck Resources), Merran 
Smith (Clean Energy Canada) and Jacob Irving (Energy 
Council of Canada)

• David I. McKay, President & CEO, Royal Bank of Canada

• Kathy Kinloch, President, British Columbia Institute of 
Technology 

• Opposition Critics: Shirley Bond (MLA for Prince 
George – Valemount), Jas Johal (MLA for Richmond-
Queensborough), Greg Kyllo (MLA for Shuswap),  
Michael Lee (MLA for Vancouver – Langara), Tracy 
Redies (MLA for Surrey-White Rock,) and Todd Stone 
(MLA for Kamloops-South Thompson)

• The Honourable Scott Fraser, Minister of Indigenous 
Relations & Reconciliation

• Nicolas Jimenez, President & CEO, Insurance 
Corporation of British Columbia

• Ian Anderson, President & CEO, Trans Mountain 
Corporation

• Mac Van Wielingen, Founder & Chair, Viewpoint Group, 
and Founder, ARC Financial Corp. and ARC Resources

• Simon Kennedy, Deputy Minister of Innovation, Science 
& Economic Development Canada

• The Honourable Rob Fleming, Minister of Education

• Pascal Lamy, former Director-General, World Trade 
Organization

• Tina Strehlke, CEO, Minerva B.C.

• Deborah Saucier, President, Vancouver Island 
University

• Elder Larry Grant, Musqueam Indian Band

• Laird Cronk, President, B.C. Federation of Labour

• Aaron Sumexheltza, Chair, Indigenous Business & 
Investment Council

• The Honourable Melanie Mark, Minister of Advanced 
Education, Skills & Training

• Chief Ian Campbell, Squamish Nation

• Ted Lau (NEXT Leaders’ Council & Ballistic Arts 
Media Studios), Minh Ngo (The Visual Scribe), Salima 
Remtulla (Leith Wheeler Investment Counsel), Chief 
Willie Sellars (Williams Lake Indian Band) and Tamara 
Vrooman (Vancity Credit Union)

• Al Monaco, President & CEO, Enbridge

• Marcia Moffat, Managing Director, Country Head of 
Canada, BlackRock Canada

• Bridgitte Anderson (Greater Vancouver Board of 
Trade), Robin Dhir (Fasken), Tero Kosonen (Ore 
Capital Partners), Wei Shao (Dentons) and Jillian Stirk 
(The Diversity Dividend: Canada’s Global Advantage)

• Andrew Fursman, Co-founder & CEO, 1QBit 

• Kevin Milligan (UBC), Bill Robson (C.D. Howe Institute) 
and Susan Yurkovich (Council of Forest Industries)

• Mayor Lori Ackerman (City of Fort St. John), Her 
Honour, the Honourable Janet Austin (Lieutenant 
Governor of British Columbia), John Montalbano 
(Tower Beach Capital), Dara Parker (Vancouver 
Foundation) and Chief Councillor Crystal Smith 
(Haisla Nation)

• The Honourable George Heyman, Minister of 
Environment & Climate Change Strategy

EVENTS 2019



20
REPORTS &
RESEARCH

65
INSIGHTS & 

OPINIONS

17
NEWS 

RELEASES

117+
BCBC IN THE 

NEWS

41
PRESENTATIONS & 

PANEL APPEARANCES

102
COMMITTEE MEETINGS & 

EVENTS

BCBC BY THE NUMBERS 2019

2,891
EVENT

 ATTENDEES

530+
NEXT  

LEADERS



OUR TEAM

JASMINE KAN  
Administrative & 
Communications
Coordinator

KEN PEACOCK
Chief Economist & 
Vice President

NIKKI ROUSSANIDIS 
Executive Assistant to 
the President & CEO

DENISE MULLEN
Director of 
Environment & 
Sustainability

COLIN WONG
Director, External & 
Strategic 
Communications

DAVID WILLIAMS
Vice President, 
Policy

JOCK FINLAYSON  
Executive Vice 
President &  
Chief Policy Officer

GREG D'AVIGNON
President & CEO

VICKI CHAMP  
Executive Assistant, 
Policy

MARKIAN BELEY  
Controller

CHERYL MAITLAND 
MUIR  
Vice President,  
Communications

TARA ZWAAN
Director, Event & 
Member Communications

EMAIL  info@bcbc.com
FACEBOOK  @businesscouncilbc
LINKEDIN  @businesscouncilofbc
TWITTER  @BizCouncilBC
WEBSITE  bcbc.com

Suite 960
1050 West Pender Street
Vancouver B.C. 
V6E 3S7
TELEPHONE  604 684 3384

JAYNE MURDOCK
Administrative & 
Communications
Coordinator

mailto:info%40bcbc.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/businesscouncilbc/
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/business-council-of-british-columbia
https://twitter.com/BizCouncilBC
http://bcbc.com

