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LAUNCH YOUR GROWTH WITH A NORTH 
AMERICAN HEAD OFFICE IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

If you’re ready to establish a North American head 
office, make a strategic decision by choosing  
British Columbia, Canada as your gateway to success.

British Columbia combines a business-friendly environment with an outstanding 
quality of life. We have a diverse and growing economy, a well-educated  
workforce, strong links to Asia, exceptional infrastructure, and a tax system  
that supports innovation and business growth.

British Columbia attracts people from around the world who move here for  
our vibrant cities, spectacular landscapes, outdoor recreational opportunities,  
and safe, welcoming communities. 

Discover why some of the world’s top businesses have chosen British Columbia  
as the location to launch the next phase of their growth. 



You’re in good company
Nearly 1,000 international companies  
have operations in British Columbia.  
This includes organizations like the  
Bank of China and the Agricultural Bank  
of China — two of the world’s 10 most 
profitable banks1 — that recognize  
the strategic value of having their  
North American head office in  
British Columbia. We’re also home  
to significant production and research  
and development centres for globally 
recognized leaders such as BASF,  
Electronic Arts, Honeywell, IBM,  
McKesson, Mercedes Benz,  
Microsoft, and SAP.

A strong business case
Choosing where to locate your North American head 
office is a significant decision. There’s a compelling 
business case for British Columbia, with strategic 
advantages that include: 

 •  Strong cultural and commercial connections 
to the Asia-Pacific region

 •  Unparalleled quality of life

 • A dynamic, educated and diverse labour pool

 • A resilient and growing economy

 •  A business-friendly environment with low 
taxes and incentives in specific industry sectors

 • Easy access to global markets
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Strong connections to Asia-Pacific 
British Columbia and the countries in the  
Asia-Pacific region are strongly connected 
through personal, cultural, and business ties.

A DIVERSE COMMUNITY

Ethnically diverse, British Columbia has a vibrant and dynamic mix of 
cultures. Today, more than 10 per cent of British Columbians identify 
themselves as being of Chinese origin.2 Cantonese and Mandarin  
are the most popular non-English languages spoken at home in BC,  
followed by Punjabi, German, Tagalog, and Korean.3 

TRAVEL WITH EASE TO ASIA

Our location makes it easy to travel to and from Asia, with dozens of direct 
non-stop flights each day. Since 2009, the number of flights between 
Vancouver International Airport (YVR) and China has more than doubled.  
With 75 flights per week, YVR offers more scheduled flights to China 
(including Hong Kong) than any other airport in North America.4 

 

The share of British Columbia’s goods exports to China 
increased to 19.6% in 2013, up from 18.4% in 2012. 8 



BENEFIT FROM GROWING TRADE LINKS 
WITH ASIA-PACIFIC 

British Columbia has strong economic ties to Asia.  
In 2013, British Columbia’s export of goods to our 
trading partners in Asia totalled $14.6 billion,5 
representing more than 40 per cent of our worldwide 
exports. British Columbia exports a higher percentage  
of its goods to Asia than any other Canadian province.6

In November 2013, British Columbia was the first foreign 
government to issue bonds in the Chinese Renminbi 
market. The bond issue was quickly oversubscribed  
and has further strengthened the close ties between 
China and British Columbia.7  

 

Scheduled seat capacityScheduled annual flights
958 »  2,203 509,000 » 1,166,000+

FLIGHT FREQUENCY
FROM YVR TO THE  

CHINESE MAINLAND

HAS DOUBLED SINCE 2009



Industry sectors showcase 
innovation
Our thriving industry sectors have created  
a critical mass of businesses working in an 
environment of innovation and growth.
Some of these sectors include: 

AGRIFOODS

With our clean water, rich fertile land, and strong food safety system,  
British Columbia has a thriving agrifood industry globally recognized  
for its high quality and diverse products.

FORESTRY

British Columbia is a world leader in producing and exporting softwood 
lumber, a recognized leader in forest management, and number one in the 
world in third-party certified forests. We have an extensive and internationally 
renowned forest products research network, leading to new innovations and 
advances in the industry.

EDUCATION

Our post-secondary institutions are internationally respected for the quality  
of their research and their commitment to education and training.  

MINING

In addition to our own vast mineral resources, British Columbia is home to a 
dynamic cluster of resource-based companies involved in mine exploration, 
development, and operation around the world. In fact, more than 800 
mining companies are located here, including half of all Canadian exploration 
companies.

NATURAL GAS AND LNG

With a natural gas supply estimated at over 2,933 trillion cubic feet,  
British Columbia has over 160 years of production reserves. We are  
creating an environment to encourage the development of this industry  
and export natural gas value-added products to Asia and the world.



TECHNOLOGY

British Columbia is North America’s fourth-largest centre 
for film and TV production and a hotspot for information 
and communications technology, wireless, and digital 
media. Our network of post-secondary institutions and 
research centres provides excellent training in digital 
media education, and our close proximity to 
entertainment and technology hubs in Los Angeles,  
the Silicon Valley, and Seattle makes British Columbia  
an ideal location for companies involved in this sector.

CLEAN TECHNOLOGY

Our research and development facilities, strong 
institutional knowledge base, and private sector assets 
make us a world leader in clean technology. This includes 
natural gas technology, bioenergy, sustainable design 
practices, green transportation, hydrogen and fuel cell 
development, and low carbon solutions. Vancouver is 
home to one-quarter of all clean technology companies  
in Canada. 

TOURISM 

When we hosted the 2010 Winter Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, the world got a glimpse of some 
of the reasons why British Columbia is a prime tourist 
destination. Our unspoiled landscapes and bustling 
cosmopolitan cities are complemented by a warm, 
welcoming, and ethnically diverse population. 

LIFE SCIENCES

Our biopharmaceutical sector  
is the fastest-growing in Canada 
by number of companies, 
and we are home to some of 
the country’s most successful 
biotech companies. The research 
backbone of this sector includes 
outstanding research facilities at 
the University of British Columbia 
and Simon Fraser University, and 
at other organizations such as 
the Michael Smith Foundation for 
Health Research and the Centre for 
Drug Research and Development.  

TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The $22-billion Pacific Gateway Alliance investment in 
ports, airports, roads, and rail infrastructure is creating 
many opportunities for businesses both directly and 
indirectly involved in this growing sector. 
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Quality of life
What British Columbia  
offers in business  
opportunities, it  
matches in quality  
of life. We have safe  
and vibrant cities,  
cultural diversity,  
vast and spectacular  
landscapes, and  
opportunities for  
an active outdoor  
lifestyle that are hard  
to find anywhere else. 
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1. Golfing in Victoria on one of Vancouver Island’s many fine courses 
2. Skiing down into Whistler to enjoy après-ski 
3. The village of Kaslo has historic businesses thriving downtown 
4. Ksan historical village and living museum, in northwestern B.C.
5. A flourishing vineyard in the sunny Okanagan valley
6. Vancouver’s Granville Island located on False Creek
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EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES  
IN OUR DIVERSE REGIONS

British Columbia is a large and geographically diverse 
province. Each region has its own distinct geography 
and climate. In British Columbia, you can find landscapes 
as varied as arid deserts and snow-capped mountains as 
well as lush rainforests and rich agricultural land. 

British Columbia’s climate also varies from place to 
place. Some areas — like Vancouver and the province’s 
southwest — are known for having some of the mildest 
winters in North America. 

Wherever you are, you will find a wide range of outdoor 
activities to explore. Hiking, swimming, cycling, and 
boating are popular in the summer, while winter 
activities include skiing, skating, and snowshoeing. 
As hosts of the 2010 Olympic Winter and Paralympic 
Games, we have outstanding sports venues and 
locations.
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ATTRACT THE WORLD’S BEST

Our welcoming cities and communities are one of the 
main reasons that British Columbia is a global magnet for 
the world’s top talent. 

Vancouver is instantly recognizable for its spectacular 
location: a city on the ocean with majestic mountains 
that are just a short drive away. Chosen by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit as the world’s “Most Liveable City” 
in 2010 and ranked the top North American city for 
quality of living in 2014 by Mercer,9 Vancouver is also 
consistently rated a top destination for travelers.10 

Other cities and towns in British Columbia have their 
own distinct character and demographics. No matter 
where you live, you will find safe, clean, and welcoming 
communities.

EXPLORE SPORTS, CULTURAL EVENTS  
AND SO MUCH MORE

People in British Columbia work hard, but they also 
know how to enjoy life. From the thrill of attending 
professional sports events to the one-of-a-kind 
experience of attending live performances of music, 
theatre or dance, there is a rich mix of opportunities  
for excitement and entertainment. 

EXPERIENCE A MULTICULTURAL AND 
DIVERSE SOCIETY

British Columbia is the most ethnically diverse province 
in Canada. Almost one-third of the people who live here 
have immigrated from another country. 11 

You’ll see this diversity reflected throughout our 
province. From restaurants and festivals to cultural 
events and places of worship, you can experience the 
world without leaving home.

It also means you can draw on a large pool of workers 
who speak languages other than English. In fact, in  
2010, over one-quarter of the people living in  
British Columbia spoke a language other than  
English at home.12  

Famous British Columbians include writers Douglas Coupland and W.P. Kinsella,  
scientist David Suzuki, composer David Foster, singers Nelly Furtado and Michael Bublé, 
actors Ryan Reynolds and Seth Rogen, and sports star Steve Nash.
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A Chinese language

360,000 8.3 %

Punjabi

194,000 4.5 %

German

78,000 1.8 %

Tagalog

77,000 1.8 %

Korean

51,000 1.2 %

Spanish

44,000 1.0 %

Source: National Household Survey

In 2010, 28% of British Columbians 
reported having a language other than 
English or French as their mother tongue.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF AN EXCELLENT 
PUBLIC EDUCATION SYSTEM

British Columbia has an internationally respected  
public education system that extends from  
kindergarten to grade 12. Results from the 2012 
Programme for International Student Assessment  
(PISA) showed that British Columbia was the  
highest-performing English-speaking jurisdiction  
in the world, the highest-performing Canadian  
province in science and reading, and the  
second-highest Canadian province in math.13  

Students who graduate from a secondary school  
in British Columbia receive a diploma that is recognized  
internationally and accepted by post-secondary 
institutions worldwide.

We are also home to outstanding universities that 
are ranked among the world’s best. These institutions 
contribute significantly to our province’s innovation  
and research capacity, with many collaborations 
between top university researchers and industry 
partners contributing to our economic growth. 
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A dynamic talent pool  
to grow your business
With a head office in British Columbia, 
you have access to a young, energetic 
and highly skilled labour force.

FIND WORKERS WITH SKILLS YOU NEED

British Columbia’s labour force includes over 2.3 million 
workers,14 and three out of five workers are younger  
than 44. Over one-quarter of our workforce has a 
university degree, and over 71 per cent have  
post-secondary education. 15

British Columbia has 25 publicly funded post-secondary 
institutions that are providing our workforce with the  
skills and knowledge they need to contribute to our 
province’s growth and prosperity. Our universities award 
more than 25,000 degrees each year, with more than  
one-quarter of these in the fields of science and 
engineering. 

HELP EMPLOYEES IMMIGRATE  
TO BRITISH COLUMBIA 

British Columbia welcomes immigrants and values the 
new skills, networks, and diversity they bring to our 
province. In 2013, nearly 33,000 immigrants 16 settled in 
British Columbia.

British Columbia has specific initiatives to attract skilled 
workers. The Provincial Nominee Program is an economic 
immigration program that helps employers attract and 
retain qualified international workers. This fast-track 
immigration process can accelerate the entry of skilled 
workers into the province. This program is a great addition 
to several federal immigration programs, including the 
Express Entry Program, which came into effect on  
January 1, 2015. Under this program, skilled immigrants 
are chosen as permanent residents based on their ability 
to settle in Canada and take part in our economy. 
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A STABLE ENVIRONMENT  
TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS

British Columbia is one of North America’s most 
advantageous business locations, thanks to a 
responsible fiscal policy and a competitive tax regime. 

In 2013, Moody’s rated British Columbia AAA,  
its highest rating. This reflects confidence in  
British Columbia’s fiscal management and ability  
to reduce its debt below the median of other 
provinces in Canada. 17 Standard & Poor’s consistently 
rates British Columbia AAA, its highest rating,18  
on the basis of our strong economy and our  
financial outlook. 19  

British Columbia at a glance 20 2014 2015
Population  
(as of July 1, in thousands)

4.63 4.68

Real GDP (% change) 2.0 2.3

Labour force (thousands) 2,500 2,534

Inflation rate (% change CPI) 1.5 1.9

Net in-migration 40,180 44,100

Exchange rate (US/CDN dollar) 94.0 93.9

Source: British Columbia Budget and Fiscal Plan 2014/15 – 2016/17.

PURSUE OPPORTUNITIES IN  
OUR EXPANDING ECONOMY 

The Government of British Columbia forecasts that 
British Columbia’s real GDP will grow 2 per cent in  
2014 and 2.3 per cent in 2015. British Columbia is 
actively pursuing opportunities in many sectors and 
forecasts significant growth in the near term in many 
industry sectors.

COLLABORATE WITH TOP  
RESEARCHERS AND INNOVATORS

Innovation drives the economy of our province.  
That’s why British Columbia has invested in building 
world-class facilities and infrastructure at our  
post-secondary institutions and research facilities. 
Businesses in British Columbia benefit from  
collaborative partnerships with top researchers,  
leading to the development of new products,  
services and technologies that fuel economic  
growth and improve our quality of life. 

Locate here with confidence
British Columbia is a business-friendly location, offering a supportive  
and stable environment for businesses of all sizes to grow and expand. 



Prosper in British Columbia
British Columbia offers low taxes,  
business-friendly regulations, and  
tax credit programs in specific  
industry sectors.

KPMG ranked Vancouver second  
in tax competitiveness and  

overall business costs among  
55 international cities. 

Tax rate 
comparisons

Combined 
federal-provincial 

corporate  
income tax rates 26

Top marginal 
personal  

income tax rates 27

British Columbia 26.00 % 43.70 %

Alberta 25.00 % 39.00 %

Ontario 26.50 % 49.53 %

Quebec 26.90 % 49.97 %

Washington 35.00 % 39.60 %

Oregon 39.94 % 45.58 %

California 40.75 % 47.03 %

New York 39.62 % 44.93 %

Massachusetts 40.20 % 42.77 %

Source: PwC research, December 15, 2013 

IMPROVE YOUR BOTTOM LINE  
WITH OUR COMPETITIVE TAX RATES

British Columbia’s tax competitiveness ranks among the 
best in North America with a corporate income tax rate 
of only 11 per cent. When combined with the federal 
rate, British Columbia businesses pay a combined general 
corporate income tax rate of 26 per cent — among the 
lowest in the G7. 

Our business-friendly climate offers other advantages:

 •  Unlike many U.S. jurisdictions, British Columbia does  
not levy property tax on production machinery, 
business equipment, furniture, inventories, and other 
non-real estate assets. 

 •  British Columbia does not levy provincial payroll taxes,  
a franchise tax, or a capital tax. 

 •  Providing health care coverage to employees is  
optional for employers. Health care coverage is 
affordable, with annual premiums of $1,662 for  
a family of three or more 21 — significantly less than  
in U.S. jurisdictions. 

British Columbia also stands out in terms of personal tax. 
The province has the lowest provincial personal income 
taxes in Canada for individuals earning up to $121,000.
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DO BUSINESS WITH EASE

It’s easy to set up a business in British Columbia — in fact, 
a business can be incorporated in a matter of hours. The 
provincial government’s initiatives to streamline and 
reform regulations have reduced compliance costs and 
made it easier for businesses to operate. 

The Canadian Federation of Independent Business 
recognized the province’s success in making it easier 
for businesses to do business. The organization gave 
British Columbia an “A” in its annual report card grading 
provinces on their efforts to cut red tape — and we were 
the only province that received the highest grade. 22  

British Columbia’s employment laws are responsive to 
the needs of businesses while protecting the well-being 
of employees. Variations from a traditional 40-hour work 
week are common.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF  
TAX CREDIT PROGRAMS

The Government of British Columbia offers tax credit 
programs to encourage growth in specific industry 
sectors. These include international financial services, 
research and development, mining exploration, oil and 
natural gas production, film and TV production, new 
media, and other international business activities. 

Generous research and development tax credits support 
a culture of innovation. In addition, the International 
Business Activity program offers a tax incentive for 
international businesses that establish an office in  
British Columbia as a location for corporate investment.

Bloomberg recently ranked Canada as the 
second-best country in the world for doing 
business, one spot behind Hong Kong and 
ahead of the United States. 25

ENJOY LOW OPERATING COSTS

Labour, energy, and facility costs in British Columbia  
are generally lower than those in other jurisdictions.  
Over 95 per cent of British Columbia’s electrical power 
comes from clean and renewable hydroelectricity. 23  
Our industrial electricity costs are half of those in  
eastern Canada and the U.S. and competitive with  
those in western Canada and the U.S. 24



Easy access to the world
Vancouver, British Columbia is strategically located at the commercial crossroads 
of North America and Asia-Pacific. A head office here offers proximity to key  
markets everywhere.  
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Flight times from  
Vancouver International  

Airport

Our location on the west coast of  
North America makes it easy to do 
business — anywhere, any time.

CONNECT WITH CUSTOMERS  
AND SUPPLIERS ACROSS THE GLOBE

British Columbia uses the Pacific Time Zone, making it 
convenient to do business with colleagues around the 
world. Our business day overlaps with morning work  
hours in Asia, afternoon working hours in Europe, and  
the full working day in California. A head office in  
Vancouver, British Columbia allows for 24/7 business  
and financial market coverage in Asia, Europe, and  
North America.



TRANSPORT GOODS EFFICIENTLY AND  
COST-EFFECTIVELY TO GLOBAL MARKETS

With seamless transportation networks of air, rail, road,  
and ship, businesses can easily move products across  
North America and between North America and the world.

Our ports are Asia’s closest ports of entry on the west coast  
of North America, ensuring the fastest possible delivery  
times to destinations. British Columbia’s ports deliver close  
to 70 per cent of all resource commodities in Canada. 
British Columbia’s ports of Vancouver, Kitimat, Stewart  
and Prince Rupert are the closest ports of entry for Asia  
on the west coast of North America, ensuring the fastest 
possible delivery times to destinations. Port Metro Vancouver 
is Canada’s busiest port, handling 135 million tonnes of  
cargo in 2013. 28

The Vancouver International Airport is Canada’s second-
largest airport. It is the country’s busiest gateway to Asia  
and is a growing freight distribution hub. Six other airports 
across the province offer international services for passengers  
and/or freight.

With efficient supply chains and an extensive network of 
railways and highways, businesses in British Columbia benefit 
from superior transportation linkages, short transit times, low 
shipping costs, and duty-free access to the U.S. and Mexico.

 THE SHORTEST 
SEA ROUTE

FROM NORTH AMERICA TO ASIA

Prince Rupert Vancouver

Hong Kong 11.19 days 12 days

Shanghai 9.9 days 10.6 days

Yokohama 7.92 days 8.92 days

Pusan 9.5 days 9.7 days

Chennai 17.1 days 18 days

* Estimated based on vessel speed of 20 knots



BENEFIT FROM INVESTMENTS  
IN INFRASTRUCTURE

The Pacific Gateway Alliance is a partnership  
between government and private industry to  
invest in British Columbia’s ports, roads, and railway  
and airport infrastructure. More than $22 billion  
has been spent since 2005 to strengthen an already 
world-class transportation network. 29  

CONNECT TO THE WORLD AT HIGH SPEED

British Columbia has the highest rate of broadband  
and overall Internet connectivity in Canada.  
Partnerships between the provincial government  
and industry will bring Internet connectivity to all  
British Columbians by 2021. 30 Advanced mobile 
networks provide next-generation wireless service, 
including international roaming and broadband 
Internet.

High-performance networks are available at all of 
British Columbia’s research and educational institutions, 
enabling innovation, collaboration, and technological 
advancement.

Our extensive infrastructure  
will connect your business  
operations on land, sea, and air.
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Establish your North American  
office in Vancouver
British Columbia offers a wide range of confidential services 
to help you set up your North American head office in the  
province. This includes everything from helping you make an 
informed decision about the best location for your business to 
advising on the government support programs that address 
your organization’s unique needs.

 •  STRATEGIC SUPPORT: Obtain the information and  
contacts you need to make strategic investment decisions  
in British Columbia. 

 •  BUSINESS START-UP ASSISTANCE: Get started faster,  
by drawing on our extensive network of government  
and industry contacts. 

 •  BUSINESS CLIMATE INFORMATION: Learn more about 
taxation, labour markets, business costs, permits, and 
regulations. 

 •  HOSTING AND SITE TOURS: Ask us to arrange familiarization 
tours to business locations throughout the province, including 
visiting potential sites, touring facilities, and meeting with 
community leaders. 

 •  SUPPLIERS OF BUSINESS SERVICES: Meet with  
experts in tax, real estate, and law, as well as government 
permitting agencies. 

 •  GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS: Learn about the federal, 
provincial, and local government incentive and support 
programs specific to your business.

CONTACT 

Suite 2025 – 1066 West Hastings Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
V6E 3X2

admin@hqvancouver.ca

www.hqvancouver.ca

Published in February 2015.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this 
publication at the time of writing; however, the programs 
referred to, and data cited, are subject to change.

All figures are in Canadian dollars. 
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